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LOUISVILLE

COLLEGIAT

SCHOOL

Mission:
Louisville Collegiate School inspires academic excellence, extraordinary character and global
citizenship.

Vision:

Louisville Collegiate School distinguishes itself as a preeminent college preparatory institution that
instills its students with a lifetime commitment to
learning, extraordinary character, and the confidence to excel in both global and local communities.

Core Principles:

Commitment to achieve academic and personal excellence
Determination to fulfill individual potential
Creativity and independent thought

Adaptability to change

Balance in development of mind, body and spirit
Respect for each individual

Support for each member of the school family
Celebration of differences

Self-discipline in all actions

Understanding of our global community

Courage in the responsible exercise of freedoms
Participation in civic life and community leadership

For information about the application process, please contact the Collegiate Admissions Office.

Louisville Collegiate School
2427 Glenmary Avenue
Louisville, KY 40204
502.479.0340
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THE UPPER SCHOOL CURRICULUM

The Upper School aims to promote individual responsibility through a robust curriculum that provides a core academic foundation
enriched through academic electives, activity options, leadership opportunities, and community service choices. The individual needs
and talents of upper school students are valued as they pursue educational goals. Additionally, the upper school faculty recognizes the
importance of developing an interdependent learning community. Students and their families are encouraged to make choices within
the framework of our college preparatory program.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

Academic Excellence is a critical foundation for future success and an essential pathway to joy. Academic Excellence means preparing
scholars for college and life beyond college by inspiring an enduring love of learning. Accordingly, Academic Excellence at Collegiate
must be an evolving program of instruction that employs best practices and innovation to challenge Collegiate students to grow into
increasingly committed and enthusiastic learners.

PERSONALIZED COURSE OF STUDY

Louisville Collegiate is not a magnet school or a one-size-fits-all school. We work to tailor each student’s four-year course of study plan
based on each student’s needs, strengths, passions, and curiosity. Students can enroll in a minimum of five honors courses each year, or
students can enroll in six to seven courses that could include a mix of AP and honors level courses, depending on the grade level. We
have ninth-grade students enrolled in math classes such as Algebra I or Accelerated Precalculus; science classes such as Honors Biology
or Honors Chemistry; world language courses such as French I or Spanish IV; or elective courses in Robotics or Fine Arts. As each
student progresses to the next grade level, the more choices there are within his/her course selection. Students needing more than a
traditional classroom to further their studies may be encouraged to enroll in an independent study, online course, or conduct research
at a local university.

ADVANCED COURSE INFORMATION

Why Advanced Courses?
e Advanced courses provide the opportunity to do college-level work and perhaps obtain college-level credit.
e Students who enjoy a subject area can develop their passion through advanced-level work.
o  The selection of advanced courses may affect the college admission process by increasing the strength of a transcript. Please
discuss your college expectations with the college counseling office before making course selections.

General Guidelines and Expectations for Advanced Courses
e  Students spend at least 50% more time on advanced courses than honors-level courses, so care must be taken to balance course
load with extracurricular activities.
e  The curriculum and standards for advanced courses are influenced by the College Board, an organization that manages the
Advanced Placement program.

e  Students who enroll in an advanced course at Collegiate are encouraged to take the corresponding College Board Advanced
Placement Exam in May. Students who wish not to take the exam may appeal in writing to their advanced course teacher.
e  Each Advanced Placement exam requires a financial commitment of approximately $100.

e  Students wishing to take more than three advanced courses in one year must obtain permission from the Head of Upper
School.
e  Students requesting advanced courses must obtain the permission of the instructor/department.



ADVANCED COURSE WEIGHTING FOR GPA

GPA values in advanced classes will be multiplied by a factor of 1.15 before averaging in with other course work. This approach
recognizes student achievement in a college-level course. The higher the student’s grade, the more significant the advanced course
weighting will have on the GPA.

Student transcripts will display weighted and unweighted GPA values. Weighted GPAs will be used to determine internal awards,
study out, honor societies, and honor rolls. Unweighted GPAs are displayed since most colleges use their own weighting to determine
applicant GPA. Students should use the weighted GPA when reporting their GPA to external organizations (colleges, universities,
scholarship programs).

COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS

The Louisville Collegiate School graduation requirements provide a strong preparation for college. Students also have substantial
flexibility in course selection to specialize in areas of interest and strength. The Collegiate requirements, in general, will satisfy the
admissions criteria of a vast majority of colleges. However, some colleges may have admissions requirements that exceed the Collegiate
diploma requirements in certain areas. Students are encouraged to research the entrance requirements of colleges to which they intend
to apply to tailor their upper school course of study to meet those requirements.

PROGRAMS OF STUDY ELSEWHERE

Students may apply for permission to pursue programs of study outside Collegiate for one or more semesters. The caliber and
academic demands of the programs should be at least comparable to those offered at Collegiate. Applications are reviewed and
resolved by the Collegiate administration in consultation with the department chairs. Students who earn approval for such programs
still need to satisfy all of the diploma requirements for Collegiate, with courses taken elsewhere earning graduation credit only as
approved in advance. Grades earned are not added to Collegiate transcripts and not factored into Collegiate GPAs.



UPPER SCHOOL GPA CALCULATION

The Upper School calculates GPA by multiplying the credit earned in each course for each period by the numerical translation of the
alphanumeric grade, adding all of those values, and dividing by the total number of credits earned. Grades earned in The Edge and
Lab Assistant appear on the grade reports and transcripts but are not calculated into the GPA. The weighted GPA column is used for
advanced courses.

Grading Scale GPA Weighted GPA
A+ | 98-100 4.33 4.98
A | 93-97 4.00 4.60
A- | 90-92 3.67 422
B+ | 87-89 3.33 3.83
B 83-86 3.00 3.45
B- | 80-82 2.67 3.07
C+ | 77-79 2.33 2.68
C 73-76 2.00 2.30
C- | 70-72 1.67 1.92
D+ | 67-69 1.33 1.53
D | 63-66 1.00 1.15
D- | 60-62 0.67 0.77
F | Below 60 0.00 0.00




COURSE REQUEST TIMELINE

February The 2021-22 Course Catalog will be made available on February 1 in
communication from the Upper School Dean of Academics and on the
school’s website. The Upper School Dean of Academics and the
college counselors will meet with each grade level in February to
provide course selection information and hold a question and answer
session. Students will consult their current teachers and adviser
during class and advisory time during February. Students will have
the opportunity to ask specific departments questions about course
options in each discipline on February 9.

March 2 Course Request Forms must be signed by current 9th, 10th, and 11th-
grade students and parents and submitted to advisers by this day for
priority scheduling.

March 8  Course request forms for current 8th-grade students and all new
students are due to either the Middle School or Upper School main
offices.

May A letter from Meghann Scharfenberger indicating the math and
language placements for rising 9th-grade students will be mailed
home before the summer break.

ADDING/ DROPPING A COURSE

Once the school year starts, a student may wish to add a course to their schedule. A student may add a course up to three class
meetings after the semester has begun, with permission of the teacher, Ms. Scharfenberger, and the parent or guardian. This restriction
also applies to students wishing to add an independent study course or senior project. Ms. Scharfenberger will announce and post the
deadline on the school calendar for adding courses each semester. A student dropping a course before the end of the sixth week of the
course start date will have no record on his or her transcript. A student who drops a course after the sixth week of the course will have
a notation on his or her transcript indicating “withdrawn passing” or “withdrawn failing.” The grade will be based on the student’s
performance through the date on which the course was dropped. Note that a student must carry at least five academic courses at all
times (this includes through exams to the end of the semester). Academic courses are courses from English, fine arts, history, math,
science, computer science, and world language departments.

COURSE REQUEST GUIDELINES

Students must submit preliminary course requests to their adviser on March 2nd.

No fewer than five and no more than six credits of academic classes may be scheduled in ninth and tenth grades. Eleventh and
twelfth grade students may submit a petition to the Head of Upper School requesting seven academic classes.

Academic classes are classes from English, fine arts, history, math, science, and world language departments.

When requesting semester electives, take caution in mixing electives from differing departments and consult the “semester
courses offered” list for assistance.

e Rising 9" and 10t grade students may request an elective in lieu of two study halls per rotation (leaving them with one or two
per rotation). A fine art, second math, technology, second history (10%), or a second language course may be chosen. To select
electives please consult the student electives page of this catalog.

e Rising 12* grade students should review the graduation requirements and consult their college counselor, or advisor to ensure
they are requesting the courses needed for graduation.

e If students are enrolled in five classes each semester, provided they include courses specified in the graduation requirements,
they will fulfill their graduation requirements by the end of their senior year.

e A student heavily involved in extracurricular activities should strongly consider taking only five academic classes to ensure
plentiful study hall time.



e Toaid in planning for future years, a course planning worksheet can be found at the end of this catalog.

Staffing decisions for the 2021-22 school year are based on the number of course requests made in February 2021. Course changes
cannot be guaranteed, but the school is committed to working with students during the drop/add period if a course change is
requested.



UPPER SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS BY DEPARTMENT

ENGLISH

Required Courses:

Honors Intro to Literature and Composition

Honors World Literature and Composition

Honors/Advanced English: American Studies

Honors English: The Self and Other, Advanced English: The Self and Other

Electives:
Center of Writing Student Consultant

FINE ARTS

General Art Courses
Honors Art History/ Advanced Art History

Visual Art

2-D Studio Art

3-D Studio Art

Honors Drawing, Painting and Printmaking
Honors Art Portfolio Design

Advanced Studio Art

Graphic Design

Photography

Strings Ensemble

Contemporary Instrumental Ensemble
Honors Theatre

Honors Theatre: Second Stage

Musical Theatre Workshop

Honors Mixed Media and Sculpture
Independent Study in Music, Theatre, Visual Art

CHARACTER and WELLNESS
Required Courses:

Character 9%: Honor

Character 10%: Compassion
Character 11%: Respect

Character 12%: Responsibility




HISTORY

Required Courses:

Approaches to History I

Approaches to History II

Honors/Advanced History: American Studies

Electives:

Advanced European History
Honors/Advanced Economics
Honors Human Rights
Honors/Advanced Macroeconomics
Honors Women in History
Honors/Advanced Psychology

INTERDISCIPLINARY
Entrepreneurial Problem Solving
Entrepreneurship Through Startup
Maker Design and Prototyping

MATH

Required Courses:
Honors Algebra I
Honors Geometry
Honors/Advanced Algebra I

Electives:

Honors College Algebra and Trigonometry
Honors Precalculus or Advanced Precalculus
Honors Calculus

Advanced Calculus AB

Advanced Calculus BC

Advanced Statistics or Honors Statistics
Advanced Multivariable Calculus

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Required Course
Lifetime Fitness and Wellness

10



SCIENCE
Required Courses
Honors Biology
Honors Chemistry

Electives:

Honors Conceptual Physics

Honors Physics

Advanced Biology (may be taken in place of Honors Biology)
Advanced Chemistry

Advanced Physics

Advanced Physics C

Honors Environmental Science

Robotics

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Global Online Academy, Technology Assistant

WORLD LANGUAGE
FRENCH
Honors French I

Honors French II
Honors French 111
Honors French IV
Honors French V
Advanced French V

SPANISH

Honors Foundations in Spanish

Honors Spanish I

Honors Spanish II

Honors Spanish III

Honors Spanish IV

Honors Spanish: Developing Language through Culture
Advanced Spanish V

Advanced Spanish Literature

Co-Edge

A quarterly co-curricular program that prepares students for life beyond Collegiate.

GRADE 10
Ethics - This course gives students an intentional space to learn the fundamentals of ethical reasoning and opportunities to practice and
develop acumen for confronting challenges related to personal, professional, and public ethics.

Coding - This course begins with lessons in HTML so that students learn how to format a website, and then quickly move on to CSS for
styling the content of a site.

Design Principles - This project-based course will enable all students to tinker, create, and work in a makerspace using high tech tools
such as a laser cutter, soldering iron, vinyl cutter, and a 3D Printer.
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Public Speaking - This public speaking course is designed to provide the student with a critical understanding and increased formal
public speaking skills.

GRADE 11
Respect (Character Education) - This character course focuses on our respect cornerstone. Respect in relationships, on social media, in
our school, and within the community will focus on this course.

College 101: Self-Discover and Test Prep - College 101 with SAT/ACT Test Prep - through Method Test Preparation, the college
counselors will operate a test prep lab.

Peer Mentoring - This course encompasses two significant components: leadership through philanthropy and participation in an off-
campus service-learning experience.

Creative Problem Solving - This entrepreneurial problem-solving course places students as problem solvers with local businesses and

organizations. Students will work on campus in project teams and have the opportunity to present their solutions off-campus in the
boardrooms of local companies.

GRADE 12
College 102: College App Lab - This seminar will walk students through the college application process, including the Common
Application and essay writing. All seniors will take this Quarter 1 divided into three groups between college counselors.

Financial Literacy - This Excel-based course will provide a basic understanding of Excel and personal finance education, including
credit scores, budgets, debt education, personal income statement, and balance sheet.

Internships - Students will be paired with a local business, organization, or university for a min-internship or research opportunity.

Transitioning to College - This course will focus on transitioning to college and life beyond the high school years.

12



GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Class of 2022

Collegiate’s graduation requirements include 23.25 units of classes. One unit of class is roughly equivalent to a full year class that meets
every-other-day for 75-minutes.

English

History

Mathematics

Science
World Lang.
Fine Arts
Character

Lifetime
Fitness and
Wellness

The Co-Edge
May Term

Electives

4 Credits One English class each year.

3 Credits including Honors Global Studies, Global History
electives or Adv. European History, and *Honors History:
American Studies or Advanced History: American Studies

*Honors or Adv. English: American Studies and Honors or Adv. History:

American Studies must be taken concurrently junior or senior year.
3 Credits in grades 9-12, for most, Honors Algebra I, Honors
Geometry, Honors or Advanced Algebra II (sequence based on

placement from Middle School.) Regardless of where a student
begins in the sequence, three math courses must be taken.

3 Credits including Honors Biology and Honors Chemistry
3 Credits or 2 Credits if courses include a level 3 language**
2 Credits
.5 Credit

1 Credit

1.75 Credits

N/A

2 credits if a student takes 3 credits of a World Language or 3
credits of electives with 2 credits of a World Language

Senior Speech, Senior Service, Final Senior Project/Experience

*Honors/Advanced English: American Studies and Honors/Advanced History: American Studies must be taken simultaneously junior

or senior year.

**Units towards World Language Graduation requirements must be consecutive years of the same world language.
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Class of 2023

Collegiate’s graduation requirements include 23.25 units of classes. One unit of class is roughly equivalent to a full year class that meets
every-other-day for 75-minutes.

English

History

Mathematics

Science
World Lang.
Fine Arts
Character

Lifetime
Fitness and
Wellness

The Co-Edge
May Term

Electives

4 Credits One English class each year.

3 Credits including Honors Global Studies, Approaches to
History II, and *Honors History: American Studies or Advanced
History: American Studies *Honors or Adv. English: American Studies
and Honors or Adv. History: American Studies must be taken
concurrently junior or senior year.

3 Credits in grades 9-12, for most, Honors Algebra I, Honors
Geometry, Honors or Advanced Algebra II (sequence based on
placement from Middle School.) Regardless of where a student
begins in the sequence, three math courses must be taken.

3 Credits including Honors Biology and Honors Chemistry

3 Credits or 2 Credits if courses include a level 3 language**

2 Credits

.5 Credit

1 Credit

1.75 Credits

N/A

2 credits if a student takes 3 credits of a World Language or 3
credits of electives with 2 credits of a World Language

Senior Speech, Senior Service, Final Senior Project/Experience

*Honors/Advanced English: American Studies and Honors/Advanced History: American Studies must be taken simultaneously junior

or senior year.

**Units towards World Language Graduation requirements must be consecutive years of the same world language.
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Class of 2024 and beyond

Collegiate’s graduation requirements include 25.25 units of classes. One unit of class is roughly equivalent to a full year class that meets
every-other-day for 75-minutes.

English

History

Mathematics

Science
World Lang.
Fine Arts
Character

Lifetime
Fitness and
Wellness

The Co-Edge
May Term

Electives

4 Credits One English class each year.

3 Credits including Approaches to History I and II, and *Honors
History: American Studies or Advanced History: American

Studies *Honors or Adv. English: American Studies and Honors or Adv.

History: American Studies must be taken concurrently junior or senior
year.

3 Credits in grades 9-12, for most, Honors Algebra I, Honors
Geometry, Honors or Advanced Algebra II (sequence based on
placement from Middle School.) Regardless of where a student
begins in the sequence, three math courses must be taken.

3 Credits including Honors Biology and Honors Chemistry

3 Credits or 2 Credits if courses include a level 3 language**

2 Credits

1 Credit .25 each year

1 Credit

2.5 Credits

TBA

2 credits if a student takes 3 credits of a World Language or 3
credits of electives with 2 credits of a World Language

Senior Speech and Final Senior Project/Experience

*Honors/Advanced English: American Studies and Honors/Advanced History: American Studies must be taken simultaneously junior

or senior year.

**Units towards World Language Graduation requirements must be consecutive years of the same world language.
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COURSES OF STUDY

The Upper School student schedule functions in 8 periods over two days- four periods per day for 75 minutes each. Sample courses of
study for students in the various grades are given below. Details concerning the content of particular courses follow.

In grades 9 and 10, students may choose to enroll in a Study Hall instead of a sixth course. Students with heavy extracurricular
commitments should strongly consider not taking an elective in grades 9 and 10 so that they may have additional study hall time.

Grade 9 Course of Study
1. English: Honors Intro to Literature and Composition
Mathematics
History: Approaches to History I
Science: Honors Biology, Honors Conceptual Physics, or Honors Chemistry
World Language (dependent on MS courses)
Elective: Fine Arts, Computer Science, or second course in academic subjects
Study Hall and Freshman Character: Honor
Physical Education: Lifetime Fitness and Wellness
May Term

0 X NG L

Grade 10 Course of Study
1. English: Honors World Literature and Composition
Mathematics (recommended by teacher and Department Chair, next course in the department sequence)
History: Approaches to History II
Science: Honors Chemistry or Adv. Chemistry, Adv. Bio, Honors Physics, or Honors Conceptual Physics
Honors World Language
Study Hall or Elective: Fine Arts, Computer Science, or second course in academic subjects
Study Hall and Sophomore Character: Compassion
The Co-Edge
May Term

0 X NSOk w

Grade 11 and 12 Courses of Study
Students in grades 11 and 12 have more choices in their course of study. They still have specific graduation requirements to complete,
but students may choose the year in which many are completed. Shown below are three sample courses of study for students in Grades
11 and 12. The sample for a typical student with no special emphasis is given first, then one for a student with a focus in the
Humanities, and finally one for a student with a passion for Mathematics and Science. Please note that the following courses of study
are samples only. They are not meant to prescribe particular sequences but rather to suggest the range of choices available to students.
General Studies (sample)
Grade 11

1. English: Advanced or Honors English: American Studies
Mathematics: Honors or Advanced Level
History: Honors or Advanced History; American Studies
Science: Advanced or Honors Elective
World Language: Level 3 or above
Elective: Fine Arts or Computer Science, or other department
The Co-Edge
Study Hall or Elective
May Term

O ® NG LN

Grade 12

1. English: Honors or Advanced Level Elective

2.  Mathematics: Honors or Advanced Level Elective
3. History: Honors or Advanced Level Elective

16



The

0 NG

Fina

Science: Honors or Advanced Level Elective
World Language: Honors or Advanced Level Elective
Elective: Fine Arts, Computer Science, or second course in academic subjects, could be Advanced

Co-Edge

Study Hall or Elective

1 Senior Project/Experience

Humanities Emphasis (sample)

Grade 11
1.

English: Advanced or Honors English: American Studies

2. English Elective or Advanced or Honors Art History
3. Mathematics
4. History: Honors or Advanced History: American Studies
5. World Language: Level 3 or above
6. Fine Arts: Elective
7. Second language, second Fine Arts, or Study Hall
8. The Co- Edge
9. May Term

Grade 12
1. English: Advanced Self and Other
2. Mathematics
3. History: Advanced or Honors Level Elective
4. Science: Elective
5. World Language: Advanced Elective
6. Elective: Second English, Second Language or Fine Arts
7. Study Hall or Elective: Second English, Second Language or Second Fine Arts
8. The Co-Edge
9. Final Senior Project/Experience

STEM Emphasis (sample)

Grade 11
1. English: Honors or Advanced Self and Other
2. Mathematics: Advanced level if recommended
3. Science: Advanced Chemistry and/or Advanced Physics
4. World Language: Level 3 or above
5. Elective: Second math, science
6. Elective: Second math, science
7.  Study Hall or Elective: Computer Science, Fine Arts, History
8. The Co-Edge
9. May Term

Grade 12
1. English: Honors English: American Studies
2. Mathematics: Advanced level if recommended
3. Science: Advanced Elective
4. Science: Engineering Design or Advanced Elective
5. History: Honors History: American Studies
6. Elective: Science Lab Asst or Adv. Level Mathematics
7. Study Hall or Elective: Computer Science, Fine Arts, World Language
8. The Co-Edge
9. Final Senior Project/Experience

17



Arts Emphasis (sample)

Grade 11
1.

O P NG ®D

Grade 12
1.

D N T L i

English: Honors or Advanced Self and Other

Mathematics

World Language: Level 3 or above

Fine Arts: Elective

Fine Arts Elective

Fine Arts Elective or Independent Study
Study Hall or Other Academic Elective
The Co-Edge

May Term

English: Honors English: American Studies
Mathematics

History: Honors History: American Studies
Science: Elective

Fine Arts Elective

Fine Arts Elective

Fine Arts Elective or Independent Study
The Co-Edge

Final Senior Project/Experience

18



CHARACTER EDUCATION

Character courses are required each year of enrollment based on grade level. Upper School Character courses are intended to
prepare older adolescents for college and adulthood. The objective is to assist students in considering personal responsibility for
their own well-being and choices in terms of ethics, peer pressure, family ideals, individual goals, and society’s expectations. At all
levels, role-playing, discussions, stories, media, and community resources are used to present the curriculum in an exciting and
multi-sensory manner. The specific focus of these classes is derived from Collegiate’s Cornerstones of Character Education.
Students will receive a pass/fail mark for each of these courses, and the outcome does not impact G.P.A.

Honor Students will discuss their morals, family values, and societal

Full year expectations of behavior. Students will look inward through

9t grade various methods to discover what they stand for, who they are,
and who they want to become. Students will take a personality
test; discuss healthy and unhealthy relationships, drinking and
drugs, sexual health, proactive and reactive behavior, and how
they relate to the Honor Cornerstone.

Compassion The focus of this Character course is compassion. Students will

Full year examine the world around us and problem solve on how to

10t grade make it better. Gender identity, microaggressions, double
standards, and the role those play in our lives will be discussed
in this class. Through various mediums and current events,
students will have a safe environment to look into some of the
more challenging issues in our world today.

Respect The focus of this Character course is respect. Discussions about

Quarter respect in relationships, on social media, in our school, and

11t grade within the community will be an essential part of this course.
This course will provide an open forum to discuss respect and
the consequences when a lack of respect is present. Students
will also brainstorm ideas about individual roles they can play
in making a change.

Responsibility ~ With a focus on responsibility in the senior year, the students

Quarter will get ready for their life's most significant transition to date.

12t grade This course will provide various strategies to prepare for college

and life beyond the high school years. Discussions about college
life and the new responsibilities the students will encounter as
young high school graduates will be essential components of
this course.

19



Sequence of Courses

Requirements

One Unit
Grade 9
Grade 10
Grade 11 or 12
Grade 11 or 12

ENGLISH

Grade 9 Grade 10

Grades 11-12

Honors World Literature
and Composition

Honors Intro to
Literature and
Composition

Honors or Advanced
English: American
Studies, and Honors or
Advanced English: The
Self and Other

Required every year

Honors Intro to Literature and Composition
Honors World Literature and Composition
Honors or Advanced English: American Studies*
Honors or Advanced English: The Self and Other

*To be taken concurrently with Honors or Adv. History: American Studies

The English Department uses the discipline of English, the broader humanities, and the contemporary world to cultivate students who

live joyfully and purposefully within their communities, large and small. In route to this goal, we foster skills and virtues inherent to

literary scholarship and writing. Yet, our interests extend well beyond college preparation or particular professions. We attend to the

twenty-first century's diverse literacy and interpersonal opportunities and encourage citizenship based on self-discovery, critical

thinking, compassion, and action.

Honors
Introduction to
Literature and
Composition

1 credit

Full year

9t grade

Honors World
Literature and
Composition
1 credit

Full year

10t grade

Honors Introduction to Literature and Composition
introduces students to the excitement and rigors of high
school English. Students will explore texts from both the
traditional literary canon and current young adult literature
and begin the journey toward finer critical reading, detailed
and analytical writing, and discussion of literature. Many
exercises and assignments are designed to begin with an
analysis of oneself and our current world in connection with
the literature studied to take academic risks and to discover
their voices as writers, thinkers, and members of a
community.

This course invites students to explore their role in the global
community. The course incorporates a diverse collection of
readings both self-selected and assigned, asks students to
maintain a journal chronicling their studies, writing
assignments that span many different genres, and vocabulary
study highlighting the global and multicultural origins of our
English language. These explorations work to cultivate
students’ confidence to read, write, and speak well but also
foster greater awareness of global issues and increased
appreciation for individuals” power to change the world.

20



Honors
English:
American
Studies

1 credit

Full year

11t or 12% grade

Advanced
English:
American
Studies

1 credit

Full year

11t or 12* grade

Honors
English: The
Self and Other
1 credit

Full year

11% or 12% grade

Honors English: American Studies uses a rich
interdisciplinary context to enable students to develop critical
